All 239 strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae tested for sensitivity to amylaseimpregnated disks showed zones of growth inhibition ranging from 15 to 30 mm in diameter. None of 52 strains of Kingella denitrificans were inhibited by the same amylase test. In addition, all N. gonorrhoeae strains grew well on a gonococcal base medium supplemented with either IsoVitaleX (BBL Microbiology Systems) or Supplement B (Difco Laboratories), whereas K. denitrificans grew adequately only on the medium with IsoVitaleX. The addition of L-cysteine or cystine to the medium with Supplement B enhanced the growth of K. denitrificans.
Kingella denitrificans, originally designated TM-1 by Hollis et al., was first recognized by its ability to grow on gonococcal selective medium (2) . The microorganism, an oxidase-positive, gram-negative bacterium that is coccoid to short rod-shaped, has a colony morphology that is grossly indistinguishable from that of Neisseria gonorrhoeae on translucent gonococcal (GC) base, chocolate, or Thayer-Martin agar (1, 5 To further define the gonococcal disk inhibition, we tested a-amylase type VI-A extracted from porcine pancreas at concentrations ranging from 0.1 to 10 mg/ml in Mueller-Hinton broth (Oxoid Ltd.) or in a 1.0 mM calcium chloride solution. An a-amylase concentration of 5 mg/ml in either solution was found satisfactory for replacing saliva in the disk test. Disks prepared in advance with 0.05 ml of a-amylase could be frozen at -20°C for up to 1 month.
In the amylase disk test, no zones of inhibition were observed with any of the 52 strains of K. 
